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> National Poetry Day

7th October 2010
Abu Eesa Niamatullah

when you are very small
maybe not quite born
your parents move

Gallery

for some reason you may never understand they move

from their own town

from their own land

and you grow up in a place
that is never quite your home

and all your childhood people

with a smile or a fist say

you’re not from here are you

and part of you says fiercely yes | am
and part of you feels no I'm not

| belong where my parents belonged

but when you go to their town, their country
people there also say

you’re not from here are you

and part of you says no I’'m not

and part of you feels fiercely yes | am

and so you grow up both and neither

and belong everywhere and nowhere much the same

both stronger and weaker for the lack of ground
able to fly but not to rest

and all over the world, though you feel alone
are millions like you, like a great flock of swallows

soaring or falling exhausted, wings beating the rhythm

of the wind that laughs at fences or frontiers,

whose home is itself, and the whole world it moves over.

That was A Citizen of the World by the Poet Dave Calder, a beautiful little
piece that won’t have failed to resonate with some of the more

appreciative amongst us.

Today in the UKis National Poetry Day, something |
guess which might not immediately grab the attention
of Muslims as something to reflect about today but that
would be rather sad considering the huge role poetry
plays in our religious tradition.

-
Read more

> Multiculturalism is not dead in the UK

6th October 2010
1st Ethical CT

Tariq Madood, The Guardian

In 1992, | published a book of essays arguing that the issue of racial

equality leads to the bigaer questions of multiculturalism, national identity
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and rethinking secularism. This was controversial at the time, although it
is no longer denied today. Yet

multiculturalism continues to _

be caricatured. Then, it was g
trivialised as “steelbands,
saris, and samosas”. Now, it
is rejected as a threat to

social unity and subversive of
western civilisation.

Despite the announcement of

its death, multiculturalism is
very much a reality. Not only
do racial and ethnic groups exist in our society but minorities are
constantly told they are “different”, while also having their own sense of
identity.

Read more

> World Teachers’ Day

5th October 2010
Waqgaus Ali

If you can read this line, you really ought to give thanks to a teacher.
Ask yourself this question - who is the most influential person in your life?

“My parents” may be an obvious reply since they were the first to nurse
you with the basics of life or perhaps your life-long best buddy who made
your life all that more colourful. Surely, there will be a unique answer for
each of us but I'm certain to say, a common answer for most of us would
be “my teachers” - those who taught you the ropes of life.

Undoubtedly for me, teachers are
the most influential people in my life
- by that, | mean all those wonderful
people who nurtured me - starting
with from my parents from day one
to the present day grey-haired
spiritual director, better known as
my ‘Shaykh’. Actually, while |
consider all those who taught me a
lesson or two, | am compelled to
include in that category, the tactful
burglar, who amazngly pinched my
BMX bike (along with the drain pipe it
was chained to!) from my back yard in broad day light! Although there
was nothing wonderful about the burglary, it definitely taught me an
unforgettable lesson for life; lock the back gate!

Read more
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